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Subject:  Priority of Terminal Procedure Amendments 
 
Background/Discussion:  
 
FAA is deploying new RNAV SIDs and RNAV STARs at the major airports in the United 
States.  The Metroplex project leverages the capabilities of RNAV systems to gain 
greater efficiencies in the traffic management at these locations.  These SIDs and 
STARs often have complex lateral and vertical routing, including multiple altitude and 
speed constraints.  While every effort is made during the design stage to mitigate 
potential airspace conflicts or user issues, inevitably usability issues often arise arise 
shortly after the publication of the procedure.  
 
A recent example is the DYAMD Two RNAV STAR at San Francisco (SFO) (see FIG 1).  
The final altitude constraint on the procedure at ARCHI was amended by NOTAM from 
an “at” 7000’ MSL constraint to an “at” 8000’ MSL constraint: 
 
KSFO   SAN FRANCISCO INTL 

  

FDC 5/0051 (A1963/15) - STAR SAN FRANCISCO INTL,SAN FRANCISCO, CA. DYAMD TWO 
ARRIVAL (RNAV) CHANGE ALTITUDE RESTRICTION AT ARCHI TO READ: 8000. ALL OTHER 
DATA REMAINS AS PUBLISHED. 02 OCT 13:30 2015 UNTIL 01 OCT 23:59 2016 ESTIMATED. 
CREATED: 02 OCT 13:13 2015 
 
A check of the FAA’s IFP Information Gateway reveals that there no plans to amend or 
update the procedure to reflect the NOTAM, was released as a temporary NOTAM as 
identified by the “ESTIMATED” annotation in the NOTAM text.  
 
While it remains the responsibility of the pilot-in-command to familiarize themselves with 
all available information prior to a flight, implementing these critical procedural changes 
by NOTAM with a long effective date and without high priority level for the publication of 
a revised procedure increases the likelihood that these critical changes will be missed in 
actual line operations.  
 
It must be noted that a temporary NOTAM such as the example above will not result in 
revisions to the navigation database.  It remains the responsibility of the pilot to change 
the fix restriction once the procedure is loaded into the RNAV system’s active flight plan 
 
 
Recommendations:  
 
NBAA recommends that flight procedure development associated with the core US 
airports prioritize changes to terminal arrival and departure procedures (i.e. RNAV SIDs 



and RNAV STARs) through the Regional Airspace & Procedures Teams (RAPT) to 
address amendments to any altitude constraint, speed constraint, or “Top Altitude” that 
is published on the procedure.   These changes are critical to the vertical navigation of 
the aircraft when controlled by the RNAV system, and require coding changes in the 
navigation database.  
 
NBAA recommends that FAA Order 8260.43B be amended to permit the facility issuing 
a NOTAM requiring a change in the aforementioned items be able to request from the 
RAPT priority amendment and publication of these changes on RNAV SIDs and RNAV 
STARs at the earliest opportunity by the assignment of a “Priority 1” designation. 
 
 
Comments:  This recommendation affects: 
 
FAA Order 8260.43B Flight Procedures Management Program 
 
Submitted by:  Richard J. Boll II  
Organization: NBAA 
Phone:  316-655-8856  
FAX:  
E-mail: richard.boll@sbcglobal.net  
Date: 
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Fig 1 
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